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laid down in the scriptures was followed meticulously in the eon9'
duct of the wedding ceremony.

^Our family deity is the sacred Sami tree'* said Srinivasa.
Agastya located the tree. The bridegroom went round it praising
it. He then offered worship to his family goddess. As advised by
Narada, he went to Lord Varaha accompanied by V^sihtah and
invited him to attend th'3 marriage. But Lord Vasishtha said
"Vakulawill represent me.6' In a golden vessel, filled with pearls
and covered by a costly cloth, the family   goddess was offered
worship and consecrated near Lord Varaha. Srinivasa was conchi"
ting himself as an ordinary human being!

He thought that a messenger should leave in advance for
AUsanagar without taking food even. ^My dear boy, proceed to
Narayanapura in advance. Don't waste time. The four forces and
sages* will accompany you66 said Srinivasa to a messenger. Brahma
however, felt that it would be better if the messenger went 'after
taking food. "Yon are not considering the circumstances. You are
speaking like a child. So much expenditure has to be met! ^poin-
ted out Srinivasa. Brahma kept quiet. Lord Siva intervened and
said : "As in the case of construction of a house, so also perfor-
mance of a marriage! One should trv his best. Meeting heavy
expenditure also, all arrangements have to be made". The bride-
groom asked "who will be my creditor to finance a grond- marri-
age? Mere talk is of no use". Kubera was present there. The bride
groom, Brahma and Siva took him aside to a solitary place west of
Swami PushakarinL ^'Kindly advance the amount needed for my
marriag the bride-groom,'" requested Kubera. ^The entire Universe
is at your beck and call. All my money is yours. I have no con-
trol over it. You are its master^ said Kubera. Finally, Kubera
agreed to lend the money required if the necessary document was